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For Immediate Release
November 18, 2003

Rep. Berman Announces Funds to Fight Valley Traffic
Congestion

Washington, D.C. - Rep. Howard L. Berman (D- Van Nuys) announced today that Congress will
approve funding for several projects designed to ease traffic congestion in the San Fernando Valley.

“The average Valley resident wastes dozens if not hundreds of hours a year sitting in traffic,” Berman
said. “This time would be much better spent with family, at work, or taking part in some other activity
that benefits our society.”

“| am working with my colleagues on a long-term strategy to ease traffic congestion in the Valley,”
Berman continued. “This strategy includes the construction of new carpool lanes on the San Diego and
Golden State freeways, greater use of high speed buses and light rail where appropriate, and a host of
other projects such as those approved by Congress in the transportation funding bill.”

“At my request, the bill includes $300,000 to repair and expand the South San Fernando Valley Park
and Ride facility in Encino,” Berman said. “As a transfer point for five major MTA bus routes, this lot is
an important transit hub for Valley residents commuting to Burbank, Glendale, Pasadena and
downtown Los Angeles.”

“The transportation bill also includes $300,000 for the City of San Fernando public transit system,”
Berman continued. “This will help the City purchase low-emission buses and trolleys to improve the
mobility of local residents, especially those that depend on public transportation.”

“Finally, the bill includes $325,000 for a parking area that will both preserve the natural habitat and
enhance access for joggers, equestrians, and others that wish to enjoy the Hansen Dam Recreation
Area,” Berman concluded. “The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy will oversee this project, as my
partner in improving the environmental needs of the area.”

These projects are included in the conference agreement for H.R. 2989, the Transportation-Treasury
appropriations act for fiscal year 2004. The House and Senate will pass the bill this week, and the
President is expected to sign it into law in the near future.

# # #
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U.S. Department of Transportation 400 Seventh St., SW.
Office of the Secretary of Transportation Washington, D.C. 20590

NOTICE OF GRANT AWARD

Title: Hansen Dam Recreation Area Parking Enhancements,
! Pacoima, California
DOT Agency Disbursing Funds: Federal Highway Administration

Hansen Dam Recreation Area Parking Enhancements,
Pacoima, California

Project Number:
Award Recipient
City/Country/State Los Angeles, CA

Place of Performance

State Congressional District 28

Entitle Amount $ 0.00
Discretionary Amount $ 113,868.00
Total Grant Amount $ 113,868.00

DOT Regional Office/Telephone Number

Description:
Hansen Dam Recreation Area, at Osborne St. between Glenoaks Blvd. and Dronfield Ave., Los Angeles - parking
and trail enhancements

Because the Federal Highway Administration has been operating under a series of partial-year authorizations,
earlier this year we were able to announce and provide only approximately 7/12ths of the funding for this
congressionally funded project that was contained in the FY 2004 Omnibus Appropriation Act (P.L. 108-199). Now
that Congress has authorized a full year’s worth of funding for the Federal Highway Administration’s Public Lands
Highways program (P.L. 108-280), we are now providing the balance of the funding for this project. Please note,
overall funding for this project has been reduced by minor administrative takedowns, a congressional rescission
of 0.59 percent (mandated by Section 168(b) of Division H of the Omnibus Appropriation Act) and an obligation
limitation of 94.6 percent {Section 110(e) of Division F of the Omnibus Appropriation Act). The proposed
improvements will improve access to and within the Corps of Engineers Hansen Dam Recreation Area.
Improvements to the parking lot and adjacent recreational trails will provide a safe, functional, and accessible
entry to the Hansen Dam Recreational Area for pedestrians, joggers, equestrians, and bicyclists. These
improvements will decrease the parking congestion, along with the recreational and pedestrian traffic at Osborne
Street which will significantly reduce the potential for accidents along this busy thoroughfare.

Should you have any questions, please contact the Office of Congressional Affairs (202)366-9714 or fax (202)366-
3675
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