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Project Title: Natural Park at Ramona Gardens Housing Development 
 

 

Tasks / Milestones:  Budget  Completion Date 

1  Technical Site Review, Data Collection, Mapping  $13,000 Month 5 

2  Site Evaluation and Research  5,000 Month 5 

3  Concept Design  12,000 Month 8 

4  Community Engagement   8,000 Month 10 

5  Public Agency Coordination and Meetings  10,000 Month 8 

6  Preparation of Pre‐Design Report  15,000 Month 12 

7  Project Direction and Administration  9,000 Month 12 

8  Indirect Costs (overhead)  13,000

   Contingency  15,000

  
Total $100,000
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PROPOSITION 1 GRANT APPLICATION 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

Project 
Name   

Natural Park at Ramona Gardens Housing Development  
& Boyle Heights Green Walking Connections 

 

1. Need for the Project 

The Boyle Heights neighborhood of Los Angeles, which includes the Ramona Gardens Housing 
Development (a public housing project operated by the Housing Authority of the City of Los 
Angeles), is one of the most disadvantaged communities in Los Angeles County. Boyle Heights is 
designated as “severely disadvantaged” by the CA Department of Water Resources’ Disadvantaged 
Communities mapping tool. The CA Environmental Protection Agency’s Cal Enviro Screen lists Boyle 
Heights among the top three of the most polluted communities in California. Boyle Heights is heavily 
impacted by major pollution sources, including industrial land uses, both the CA 10 and CA 5 
Interstate freeways, a Busway and High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lane and a Metrolink train line. 
This is one of the most densely populated urban areas in the United States, with over 14,000 people 
per square mile. Boyle Heights is 93% Latino and has a median household income of $32,000, with 
approximately 30% of residents living below the federal poverty line.  

Ramona Gardens is one of the largest public housing projects in L.A. County, providing affordable 
housing to 1,800 residents in 500 units, including nearly 700 children, with an average annual family 
income of $20,000. The ethnicity of residents is 95% Latino, 3% Black, 1% Asian/Pacific Islander and 
1% Caucasian. Residents of Ramona Gardens are severely impacted by noise and air pollution, as 
they live right next to the transportation corridor of the 12-lane CA I-10 freeway (one of the three 
busiest freeways in the United States), the El Monte Busway/HOV lane and the Metrolink train line. 
The closest residences are only 100 feet away. There is no sound wall and very limited vegetation 
and tree cover.  

These transportation uses emit pollutants which cause serious, chronic health problems;  pollutants 
include ozone, particulate matter, nitrogen dioxides, sulfur dioxide, and carbon monoxide. Breathing 
fine particulate matter from freeways is among the leading causes of asthma and impaired lung 
development in children and cardiovascular disease, early death and severe disability in adults (USC 
Keck School of Medicine, Epidemiology. Vol. 16, No. 6, November 2005). Poor health due to air 
pollution has also been shown to affect school attendance, academic and work performance, and is 
associated with lower earnings potential. In addition, residents of Ramona Gardens and Boyle 
Heights suffer disproportionately from diseases and health risks that regular walking has been 
shown to reduce significantly, including obesity (35% of adults and 50% of teens are obese), high 
blood pressure, cholesterol and diabetes.  

There is no natural habitat within or close to Ramona Gardens, and limited usable green open space. 
Children and area residents use an unsafe alley with degraded, pitted pavement to walk to schools, 
the Wellness Center, medical facilities at the LA County/USC General Hospital and Medical Center, 
recreational facilities at Hazard Park and other community services. 23% of area residents have no 
access to a car. There is a great lack of shade trees in this part of Boyle Heights, where temperatures 
average 85 degrees in the summer. The L.A. River and the planned Piggyback Yard Park is 1.5 miles 
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away. Sidewalks are old and in poor shape, and most parkways (non-paved area between sidewalk 
and street) are not planted.  

The Natural Park at Ramona Gardens Housing Development and Boyle Heights Green Walking 
Connections Project will meet multiple needs: creation of easily-accessible natural habitat in the 
Ramona Gardens housing project; permanent native tree and vegetation buffers from the high 
levels of noise and air pollution from the adjacent transit corridor; walking paths to help address 
chronic health problems; natural places for children to play; shade trees; improvement of water 
quality in the L.A. River through natural cleaning and re-use of stormwater for irrigation; and Green 
Street walkways that improve runoff management and connect residents to schools, parks and 
other public services.  
 
 

2. Goals and Objectives 

a) Create a native habitat “Nature in the City” model at Ramona Gardens that can be replicated on 
the other 19 public housing projects of the Housing Authority of the City of L.A.  

b) Demonstrate how strategic use of restored natural habitats can reduce air and noise pollution 
impacts that affect disadvantaged communities. 

c) Develop a site concept design plan that can be implemented to transform a barren, neglected 
area into a beautiful, natural green open space that improves residents’ quality of life, and 
addresses chronic public health problems that disproportionately affect this community. 

d) Identify Green Street walking connections that can be established between Ramona Gardens, 
Boyle Heights, schools, Hazard Park and community services. 

e) Develop the concept design in partnership with the community by working with community 
organizations and leaders; consulting with the Housing Authority of the City of L.A. and other 
public agencies; and employing area youth in the community engagement process.  

f) Include the re-use of stormwater in the existing stormdrain to provide a water source for 
irrigation of the restored habitat.  

g) Create a habitat restoration plan using native plant communities in an ecosystem design that 
will link to habitat in nearby planned and emerging habitat restoration efforts, including Ascot 
Hills and the L.A. River, providing vital habitat for native birds, butterflies, insects and wildlife. 

h) Maximize the sequestration of carbon to mitigate urban heat island effects and address climate 
change impacts. 

i) Identify technical site issues, community and public agency needs, and permitting requirements 
so that the project can proceed to full design, permitting and construction.  
 

3. Project Description 

The project will conduct the investigations, planning, site studies, mapping, evaluation of 
opportunities and constraints, and coordination with public agencies and the surrounding 
community in order to prepare a Site Concept Plan for:  

1)   The Natural Park at Ramona Gardens on the 3.87 acres between the housing project and 
the adjacent  transit corridor that creates native habitat, walking trails, seating, a sound  wall, 
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and a daylighted stream using the underground storm drain to sustainably treat runoff and 
provide recycled stormwater for irrigation; and  

2)   Boyle Heights Green Walking Connections to link Ramona Gardens and the surrounding 
Boyle Heights neighborhood to nearby schools, Hazard Park, the Wellness Center, LA 
County/USC General Hospital, the planned L.A. River Trail and other community services.  

 
Project Components and Work to be Conducted 

Engineering Data Collection and Basemapping. Working with an engineering and geotechnical team 
led by VS2 Consulting, we will collect engineering data and identify potential technical site issues; 
conduct soils and subsurface utilities investigations; prepare an aerial topographic survey; conduct 
basemapping of utilities; plot easements and boundaries of Ramona Gardens Natural Park; plot 
streets and rights-of-way for walking connections; and conduct a public records-based 
environmental assessment.  

Site Mapping, Research, Opportunities and Constraints. Working with VS2 and a landscape architect 
and habitat restoration team, we will conduct research to evaluate opportunities and constraints at 
the Ramona Gardens Natural Park site and for Boyle Heights neighborhood walking connectivity; 
map land use, streets, transit, community demographics, public services and other facilities; and 
prepare maps and photographic summaries. 

 Community and Public Agency Engagement.  Community input will inform the site concept plan 
design. We will partner with Legacy LA, a local community-based organization, and the Ramona 
Gardens Resident Advisory Council to conduct community outreach, meet with community groups 
and hold community workshops within the Ramona Gardens Housing Development and in Boyle 
Heights. Outreach and project materials will be in Spanish and English. We will consult with the 
public agencies who have site jurisdiction to identify permitting, construction and other needs. 
These include: the Housing Authority of the City of L.A.; CalTrans; Metrolink; L.A. City Street 
Services; and L.A. Police Department. 

Site Concept Design.  Informed by the technical site analysis, research, evaluations, and community 
and public agency input, the project team will prepare site concept design plans and schematics for 
the Ramona Gardens Natural Park and for Green Street Walking Connections between Ramona 
Gardens, the surrounding Boyle Heights neighborhood and community services. 
 

4. Future Phases 

This project is for Phase 1: Planning and Site Concept Design, which will develop site concepts and 
determine the scope of work, timeline and budget for Phase 2: Design, Construction Documents and 
Permitting, and will lay the foundation for Phase 3: Bid and Construction. Funding for Phases 2 and 3 
is anticipated from several entities, including the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, CA 
Department of Transportation’s Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program, California 
Natural Resources Agency, Southern California Gas Company, and private foundations who are 
committed to investing in disadvantaged communities with great needs, such as Boyle Heights. As 
the project lead, Community Conservation Solutions will seek Phase 2 and 3 funding upon 
completion of this Phase 1.  
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5. Site Description 

The Ramona Gardens Natural Park project site is located on 3.87 acres of primarily vacant land 
within the Ramona Gardens Housing Project, owned and managed by the Housing Authority of the 
City of Los Angeles, in the Boyle Heights neighborhood of Los Angeles. The site is located between 
the residential buildings and a massive transit corridor comprised of the 12-lane CA 10 Interstate 
Freeway, the El Monte Busway/ HOV Lane and a Metrolink train line. A short cinderblock wall and a 
few sparse trees separate the transit corridor from residences at Ramona Gardens. The site is 
primarily paved and includes the shell of an old concrete structure; degraded and unused handball 
and tennis courts; an old basketball court; a small playground; mobile units used as offices, gang 
intervention services; a library; a storm drain and drainage grates; and a small community garden. 
The site connects to a pedestrian bridge that provides access across the I-10 freeway and transit 
corridor. The Ramona Gardens housing project is located within Boyle Heights, and is bounded by 
the freeway and transit corridor described above, residential streets and industrial land uses. 

The Boyle Heights neighborhood in which Ramona Gardens is located includes tightly-packed 
residences; steep, narrow streets with cracked, poorly-maintained sidewalks and barren parkways 
with minimal shade trees or vegetation; and a degraded, sub-standard alley connecting to Ramona 
Gardens that is used daily by children and adults as a walkway to schools and community services, 
and which also serves as driveway access and conveyance for stormwater runoff. In addition to the 
I-10 freeway and transit corridor, this neighborhood is surrounded by numerous industrial land uses 
and trucking facilities, heavily-travelled boulevards with fast-moving traffic and poor visibility, L.A. 
County Central Juvenile Hall, and numerous medical facilities, including the LA County+USC Medical 
Center, LA County/USC General Hospital, The Wellness Center and the USC Health Sciences Campus. 
Nearby Hazard Park (owned and operated by L.A. City Dept. of Recreation and Parks), lies between 
the neighborhood and these health facilities, and is used as an ad hoc walking connection by 
residents. No walking trail system exists to provide these community linkages.  
  

SMMC Attachment 
March 27, 2017 

Agenda Item 15 



Community Conservation Solutions  
Natural Park at Ramona Gardens Housing Development  

& Boyle Heights Green Walking Connections 
June 2016 

  5 

6. Specific Tasks 

# Task Name Description 

1 Engineering Data Collection, Topographic 
Survey and Base Mapping 

Engineering research, aerial topographic survey, 
record boundary, utility mapping, soils and 
subsurface utility investigation, prepare 
basemaps for Natural Park and walking 
connections, coordinate with project team 

2 Site Mapping, Research, Opportunities and 
Constraints 

Map community demographics, land uses and 
public services; identify opportunities and 
constraints; evaluate needs for connectivity, 
greening, noise and air pollution buffers 

3 Site Concept Design  
A. Ramona Gardens Natural Park 
B. Green Street Walking Connections 

Develop site concept plans, schematics and 
illustrations for native habitat restoration, public 
use and recreation, daylighted creek/stormwater 
re-use, green street neighborhood walking 
connections 

 

# Task Name Description 

4 Community Engagement  Meetings with community groups and leaders, 
hold community workshops, outreach to 
Ramona Gardens residents; summarize results 

5 Public Agency Coordination Meet with public agencies, identify construction 
needs and permitting requirements 

6 Prepare Site Concept Design Report  Compile all site concept plans; prepare and 
produce proposal, cost estimates, timeline, 
maps, graphics and PowerPoint 

7 Project Management and Administration Project direction and management; project team 
meetings; administration and document 
management 

 

7. Work Products 

The final deliverable is a Pre-Design Report (PDR) for a Natural Park at the Ramona Gardens housing 
project and Boyle Heights Green Street neighborhood walking connections. The PDR will provide site 
concept designs, plans, schematics, maps, and photos; summary of opportunities and constraints; 
results of research, public agency input and community meetings and workshops. The PDR will: 
document the basis for detailed design and for the construction and operation of the project; 
describe the proposed project components in a manner that allows a thorough understanding of the 
need and scope of the project; identify the tasks, constraints, project cost estimates, budget and 
timeline for Phase 2: Design, Construction Documents and Permitting; and provide 
recommendations and preliminary cost estimates for Phase 3: Construction.  
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8. Measuring Success 

We will measure the success of this planning effort by evaluating our completion of the following 
tasks: technical site review and collection of engineering, utility and other site data; soils and utilities 
investigations; research of community, land use, connectivity and public use information; 
identification of community and greening needs and community concerns; preparation of maps, 
diagrams and schematics that effectively communicate the project’s opportunities, constraints and 
proposed site concept plans; development of site concept plans for native habitat restoration, 
community use, greening, stormwater cleaning and re-use and connectivity; and securing 
community and public agency support for the proposed site concept plans.  
 

9. Project Maps and Graphics 

Please see attached  
 

10. Storm water Resource Plan (if applicable) 

N/A 
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GRANT APPLICATION – PRELIMINARY BUDGET AND SCHEDULE 

 
   REQUEST MATCHING FUNDS  

Task 

# 
Task 

Completion 

Date 

Coastal 

Conservancy 

Applicant’s 

Funding 

(includes in-

kind) 

Other 

Funds 
Total Cost 

1 Engineering Data 
Collection, Topographic 
Survey and Base 
Mapping 

Month 9 $ 158,843 $ 2,406  $ 26,001 $187,250 

2 Site Mapping, Research, 
Opportunities and 
Constraints 

Month 5 $ 50,897 $ 6,086  $ 0 $56,983 

3A Site Concept Design 
A. Ramona Gardens 
Natural Park 

Month 12 $ 51,344 $ 11,224  $ 42,426 $104,994 

3B Site Concept Design 
B. Green Street Walking 
Connections 

Month 12 $ 39,450 $ 6,441  $ 0 $45,891 

4 Community Engagement  Month 12 $ 73,264 $ 10,208  $ 0 $83,472 

5 Public Agency 
Coordination 

Month 10 $ 20,525 $ 12,656  $ 20,530 $53,711 

6 Prepare Site Concept 
Design Report  

Month 14 $ 47,295 $ 12,188  $ 20,270 $79,753 

7 Project Management 
and Administration 

Month 14 $ 35,009 $ 17,211  $ 8,130 $60,350 

 Contingency (7%)  $ 33,373 $ 0  $ 8,223 $41,596 

TOTAL  $510,000 $78,420 $125,580 $714,000 

 
 

Categories of Matching Funds 

Applicant Funds Other Funds 

Cash $0 State $125,580 

In kind $78,420 Non State $ 

Total (should equal total 
above) 

$78,420 Total (should equal total 
above) 

$125,580 
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PROPOSITION 1 GRANT APPLICATION – ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

 

1. Proposition 1 Goals. Which of the following purposes of Chapter 6 of Proposition 1 are achieved by 

the project (check all that apply ☒):  

 ☒Protect and increase the economic benefits arising from healthy watersheds, fishery 
resources and in-stream flow. 

 ☐ Implement watershed adaptation projects for which Grantee has consulted with the 
state and local conservation corps and included their services if feasible (for restoration and 
ecosystem protection projects only). Grantees must submit a completed Corps Consultation 
Review Document. The process for obtaining this required consultation is described in 
Appendix D. 

 ☐ Restore river parkways throughout the state, including but not limited to projects 
pursuant to the California River Parkways Act of 2004 and urban river greenways. 

 ☒ Protect and restore aquatic, wetland and migratory bird ecosystems including fish and 
wildlife corridors and the acquisition of water rights for in-stream flow. 

 ☐ Fulfill the obligations of the state of California in complying with the terms of multiparty 
settlement agreements related to water resources. 

 ☐ Remove barriers to fish passage. 

 ☐ Collaborate with federal agencies in the protection of fish native to California and 
wetlands in the central valley of California. 

 ☐ Implement fuel treatment projects to reduce wildfire risks, protect watersheds tributary 
to water storage facilities and promote watershed health. 

 ☒ Protect and restore rural and urban watershed health to improve watershed storage 
capacity, forest health, protection of life and property, storm water resource management, 
and greenhouse gas reduction. 

 ☐ Protect and restore coastal watersheds including but not limited to, bays, marine 
estuaries, and near shore ecosystems. 

 ☐ Reduce pollution or contamination of rivers, lakes, streams, or coastal waters, prevent 
and remediate mercury contamination from legacy mines, and protect or restore natural 
system functions that contribute to water supply, water quality, or flood management. 

 ☐ Assist in the recovery of endangered, threatened, or migratory species by improving 
watershed health, instream flows, fish passage, coastal or inland wetland restoration, or 
other means, such as natural community conservation plan and habitat conservation plan 
implementation. 

 ☒ Assist in water-related agricultural sustainability projects. 
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2. Regional Significance 

The Ramona Gardens Natural Park and Boyle Heights Green Walking Connections Project will create 
vital native habitat and walking linkages between the regional Ascot Hills Park, a 93-acre nature 
preserve to the north, and the planned 125-acre Piggyback Yard Park along the L.A. River, 1.6 miles 
away. New habitat types will include oak/sycamore woodlands and riparian transitional plant 
communities. The new green street walking connections will also create important walking linkages 
between the new Natural Park and L.A. City’s 25-acre Hazard Park .7 miles away, which provides a 
baseball field, skate park, walking trail, exercise stations and a recreation center with basketball 
courts and community rooms.  

The proposed Ramona Gardens Natural Park site is one mile from the Ascot Hills Park Nature 
Reserve in the rolling hills just north of Boyle Heights which features a trailhead and hiking trails 
amidst restored native chapparal and grasslands. Native habitat restoration continues at Ascot Hills, 
which is owned by the City of L.A. The new Ramona Gardens Natural Park will expand this regional 
native habitat corridor, providing a vital habitat link for native birds, butterflies and other 
invertebrates between Ascot Hills Park and the planned Piggyback Yard along the L.A. River. Over 
130 native bird species have been counted at nearby Debs Audubon Park. Notable native bird 
species that use Ascot Hills include: White-tailed Kite (CA Fully Protected Species); Northern Harrier 
(Calif. Bird Species of Special Concern); Wintering population of Western Meadowlark (L.A. Co. Bird 
Species of Special Concern); nesting Rufous-crowned Sparrow (California WatchList species); and 
American Kestrel and breeding pair(s) of Blue Grosbeak.  

The Piggyback Yard Park will transform the L.A. River through downtown Los Angeles by replacing 
the concrete channel with a soft bottom, restoring a natural river ecosystem, and creating habitat-
sensitive trails and other public amenities. This will in turn connect to the 51-mile Los Aneles River 
Greenway Trail, which is being built up and down the river.  
 

3. Sustainability 

Once constructed, the project will deliver the sustainable outcomes listed below. 

 Improved air quality. Trees will remove airborne pollutants produced by vehicles using the 

adjacent transit corridor, such as ozone (O3), particulate matter (PM), nitrogen dioxides 

(NO2), sulfur dioxide (SO2), and carbon monoxide (CO). The pollutants are absorbed through 

pores on the surface of leaves, called stomata, as a part of the tree’s respiration process. 

According to the United States Forest Service, a single large tree can remove 2.8 lb. of 

ozone, 2.4 lb. of PM 10 and 1.6 lb. of NO2 every year.1 

 Create drought-adapted landscape by using plants native to this area of Southern California. 

 Reduce urban heat island effects by strategically planting shade trees and tree-sized shrubs. 
This can also help offset longer-term climate change impacts. 

                                                           
1
 McPherson EG, Simpson JR, Peper PJ, Xiao Q. Tree Guidelines for San Joaquin Valley Communities. 

Western Center for Urban Forest Research and Education, US Forest Service, Davis, CA. 1999. Online at: 
https://www.itreetools.org/streets/resources/Streets_CTG/CUFR_38_Inland_Valleys_CTG.pdf 
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 Create a sustainable new water supply for irrigation of the new habitat by recycling 
otherwise wasted stormwater and dry weather runoff. The project will divert runoff from 
the storm drain below the site and re-use the water for irrigation. 

 Improve water quality in the L.A. River. The storm drain carries water from a large tributary 
area, so the daylighted stream/bioswale to provide natural treatment of the polluted runoff 
will prevent pollutants from entering the river, helping to meet water quality improvement 
goals for the L.A. River watershed. Unused cleaned runoff will return to the storm drain 
system.  

 Create community ownership of the project, which will create local oversight and protection 
of the improvements. The project will actively engage the local community group Legacy 
L.A. and community leaders from Ramona Gardens, and will employ local youth. 

 Improve habitat connectivity regionally by linking with other natural open space 
preservation areas. 

 

4. Disadvantaged Communities 

Yes, the project directly benefits a disadvantaged community. The site for the proposed Ramona 
Gardens Natural Park and Boyle Heights Green Walking Connections Project is in a severely 
disadvantaged community, according to the Disadvantaged Communities Mapping Tool provided by 
the Department of Water Resources. Benefits include:  

 Improved quality of life by transforming the degraded, neglected project site at Ramona 
Gardens into a beautiful, natural open space in this densely-populated, urban community. 

 Improvements in local air quality and reduction of noise by providing tree and vegetation 
buffers to mitigate the air pollution and noise impacts of the adjacent transit corridor. Trees 
and vegetation absorb key components of air pollution produced by cars and industrial uses, 
including ozone (O3), particulate matter (PM), nitrogen dioxides (NO2), sulfur dioxide (SO2), 
and carbon monoxide (CO). According to the United States Forest Service, a single large tree 
can remove 2.8 lb. of ozone, 2.4 lb. of PM 10 and 1.6 lb. of NO2 every year (Ibid., 1).  

 Improved public safety, particularly for children, by providing green street walking 
connections to area schools, health, recreation and community services accessed daily by 
Ramona Gardens and Boyle Heights residents. 

 Improved public health by providing an easily-accessible, unpaved walking trail in an 
attractive setting; this community suffers disproportionately from many serious health 
problems that regular walking has been shown to prevent, including cardiovascular diseases, 
diabetes and obesity.  

 Natural cooling and reduction of urban heat islands through the use of shade trees.  

 Employment of local youth in the community outreach and engagement process, providing 
exposure to engineering, landscape architecture, habitat restoration science, GIS mapping 
and related professions.  
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5. Consistency with State Coastal Conservancy Strategic Plan (as revised June 2015) 

The project meets, promotes and/or implements the following goals and objectives: Goal 2, 
objectives 2A and 2E; Goal 5, objectives 5C and 5F; Goal 7, objectives 7B and 7C; Goal 9, objectives 
9A and 9B.  
 

6. Consistency with California Water Action Plan 

a. Goals of the California Water Action plan the project will promote or implement.  

The project promotes all three goals of the California Water Action Plan: it creates a more 
reliable water supply by diverting urban runoff from the storm drain system and cleaning and 
re-using this otherwise wasted water source; it promotes the restoration of important species 
and habitat through the restoration of native habitat using an ecosystem design, which will 
provide nesting and foraging sites for native bird species; and it helps to create a more resilient, 
sustainable managed water resource system that can withstand the unforeseen pressures in the 
coming decades by recycling stormwater and dry weather runoff for irrigation of the native 
habitat, reducing reliance on imported, potable water. 

The project also promotes four of the California Water Action Plan’s five overarching strategies/ 
actions: make conservation a California way of life; increase regional self-reliance and integrated 
water management across all levels of government; protect and restore important ecosystems; 
and manage and prepare for dry periods.  

b. Integrated Watershed Management Plan and other regional plans that apply to the specific 
project area.  

The Integrated Regional Water Management Upper Los Angeles River Sub-regional Plan applies 
to the specific project area of the Ramona Gardens Natural Park and Boyle Heights Green 
Walking Connections Project. The project meets four of the five objectives of this IRWMP: 
improving water supply; improving water quality; enhancing habitat; and enhancing open space 
and recreation. The proposed project will promote all the goals of this IRWMP: it will help to 
ensure a sustainable water supply and more efficient use of stormwater; it will protect and 
improve water quality; and it will promote environmental stewardship.  

 
Other Regional Plans That Apply 

Boyle Heights Community Plan.  The project promotes many objectives of the Boyle Heights 
Community Plan, including providing adequate recreation and park facilities which meet the 
needs of the residents in the community; conserving, maintaining and better utilizing existing 
recreation and park facilities which promote the recreational experience; improving the 
relationship between residential uses, the circulation system and the service system facilities 
(streets, highways, schools, parks, fire, police, utilities);  and minimizing the detrimental impact 
of all existing freeways in the community. 

Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) Sustainable Communities Plan. The proposed project 
supports the LISC Sustainable Communities Plan by developing healthy environments and 
lifestyles, including safe streets and recreational amenities, access to community health clinics, 
and environmentally sound design.  
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7. Consistency with Other State Plans  

 California @ 50 Million: The Environmental Goals and Policy Report  

This project meets this State Plan’s goals: help preserve the state’s lands and natural 
resources by restoring native habitat, and build sustainable regions that support healthy 
livable communities and build climate resilience into the planning process. For these goals 
above, this project meets the following key actions: building a strong, sustainable water 
system; reflecting the value of natural resources to promote stewardship and the economy; 
investing in sound infrastructure that is consistent with the state’s long-term environmental 
goals;  support and invest in active transportation projects, such as walking and biking 
infrastructure, including safe-routes- to schools; partnerships with local and regional 
governments; and leverage and link state funding opportunities.   

  CA Climate Adaptation Strategy/Safeguarding California: Reducing Climate Risk Plan 

Helps reduce impacts of climate change through native habitat restoration, reduce heat 
island impacts; provide natural shade and cooling and will sequester carbon.  

This project meets this State Plan’s goals and strategies: Biodiversity and Habitat; Energy; 

Public Health and Water, and helps promote these priority actions: improve habitat 
connectivity; support environmental stewardship across sectors by promoting nature-
based solutions for adapting to climate risks; develop pilot projects to refine 
understanding of greenhouse gas storage associated with natural systems; create and 
maintain partnerships that support biodiversity conservation and promote public 
education and outreach; promote measures that reduce energy demand through support of 
green buildings, cool roofs, cool pavement, urban greening, and energy-conserving land use 
practices; improve the capacity of communities to prepare, respond, and recover from 
climate-related health risks by supporting implementation of a recommendations in the 2013 
report, Preparing California for Extreme Heat: Guidance and Recommendations; support 
active transportation measures through development of pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure and non-infrastructure programs and approaches; prepare California for hotter 
and dryer conditions and protect and restore water resources for important ecosystems. 

 CA Wildlife Action Plan 

The proposed project meets all goals of the California Wildlife Plan: sustaining and enhancing 
species abundance and richness; enhancing ecosystem conditions; and enhancing ecosystem 
functions and processes.  

 California Aquatic Invasive Species Management Plan 

 California Essential Habitat Connectivity Strategy for Conserving a Connected California 

This project meets the following goals of this State Plan: maintain and enhance functional 
ecological connectivity; help sustain California’s unique natural heritage; and incorporate 
natural resource considerations into transportation and land use planning 

 State and Federal Species Recovery Plans (specify the plan) 
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 Habitat Conservation Plans/Natural Community Conservation Plans (specify the plan) 

 California Coastal Sediment Management Master Plan 

 Completing the California Coastal Trail 

 Other relevant state or regional plan(s) (specify the plan) 

The proposed project helps to promote The Integrated Regional Water Management Plans 
for both Upper Los Angeles River and Los Angeles County; The Boyle Heights Community 
Plan; and the Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) Sustainable Communities Plan. 
Please refer to 6b on the page prior for the specific goals this proposed project promotes.  

 

8. Best Available Science  

The team will use best available science to develop a sustainable project that integrates multiple 
disciplines. We will use best available science in the practices of: 1) native habitat restoration in 
urban areas; 2) strategic use of trees and vegetation to reduce serious air pollution problems; 3) 
capture, treatment and re-use of urban and stormwater runoff using the natural functions of soils 
and plants to provide new local water supplies; 4) use of solar energy as a power source; and 5) 
creating ‘Green Streets’ through renovation of old city alleys, streets and parkways to include urban 
greening and shade trees, runoff capture and infiltration, and improved community walkways, 
wayfinding and connectivity to schools, parks and community services. 

The native habitat restoration will be planned in an ecosystem-based model that incorporates 
appropriate plant communities with multiple layers of vegetative structure, which are essential to 
create permanent, functioning habitat that can support native birds, butterflies, invertebrates and 
reptiles. This is also important to ensure that the restored habitat can be a functional link to other 
regional natural areas, particularly for birds and flying insects. The project design provides for the 
recycling and cleaning of runoff components to maximize the biological, chemical and physical 
processes of soils and plants to remove/convert pollutants, improve infiltration, improve water 
quality in the watershed and reduce reliance on potable water sources. 
 

9. Sea Level Rise Vulnerability 

N/A 
 

10. Vulnerability from Climate Change Impacts Other than Sea Level Rise:   

Climate change predictions include a temperature rise of between 3-10 degrees Fahrenheit over the 
next 100 years. This could negatively impact the restored native habitat, which is adapted for 
extended periods of drought but in a hotter climate would require more water. The project’s use of 
recycled urban runoff from the storm drain under the project site, which conveys dry weather as 
well as stormwater runoff from a large tributary watershed area (approximately 700 acres), ensures 
that there will be a sustainable water source to sustain the restored native habitat. The storm drain 
carries approximately 125,000 gallons per day of dry weather runoff and 350 acre feet of 
stormwater per year.  
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11. Environmental Review:   

The proposed project:  

  Is not a project under CEQA. Briefly specify why.  

This phase is for planning and site concept development, so does not require CEQA review at 
this time. The proposed planning work includes a literature review of public documents to 
determine whether construction of the project will be exempt under CEQA or will require a Neg 
Dec, MND or EIR. The project’s deliverables will include the appropriate recommendation for 
the next phase.  

  Is exempt under CEQA. Provide the CEQA exemption number and specify how the project meets 
the terms of the exemption. 

   Requires Neg Dec, MND, or EIR. Specify the lead CEQA agency (the agency preparing the 
document) and the (expected) completion date. Please note that the Conservancy will need to 
review and approve any CEQA document.  For more information on CEQA, visit: 
http://ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa/flowchart/index.html .   
 

12. Willing Seller  

N/A 
 

13. Project and Applicant History 

The project site at the Ramona Gardens Housing Development was identified as a high priority as a 
result of the analysis conducted by Community Conservation Solutions’ Green Solution Project for 
the Upper L.A. River Watershed, Phase IV (GSP4), funded in part by the State Coastal Conservancy. 
The Green Solution Project’s analysis evaluated and prioritized for implementation nearly 500 parks, 
schools, colleges and vacant parcels in the Upper L.A. River watershed. Out of these 500 parcels, the 
Ramona Gardens site was ranked as a priority location for a multiple-benefit project because it can 
provide the following benefits: new natural habitat, parks and open space in a disadvantaged, park-
poor community with great needs; linkages to other nearby habitat, trails and/or natural areas; and 
water quality improvements and new local water supplies by treating and re-using stormwater and 
dry weather runoff from the 60” stormdrain located beneath the project site. 

Many public improvements have been initiated for Boyle Heights, due to the high levels of poverty, 
unemployment and impacts from surrounding land uses. This Natural Park and Green Walking 
Connections project focuses on this particular part of Boyle Heights because it is one of the most 
under-served in this community. Residents here suffer the most from the impacts of the adjacent 
12-lane freeway, busway, Metrolink train line and industrial uses, and this area has not yet seen the 
same level of benefits from the range of public improvements being put in place elsewhere in 
surrounding neighborhoods.  

Legacy LA, a local community-based organization focused on youth development in Ramona 
Gardens and surrounding neighborhoods, and the Legacy LA Youth Council have called for 
environmental improvements in this area. In 2014, Legacy LA concluded a year-long research 
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project, in which youth from Ramona Gardens focused on the environmental justice issues they 
found, with a specific focus on the problem of air pollution as a result of the multiple nearby 
freeways and the resulting health impacts. The Youth Council noted the high amount of particulate 
matter in the air compared to other communities of Los Angeles. The Youth Council also called 
attention to the fact that the Ramona Gardens Housing Development is very isolated geographically 
from the rest of Boyle Heights, and that residents must walk up and down steep, degraded and 
accident-prone alleyways. Their conclusions included a call for greening these walkways and using 
pervious pavement.  
 
The Project Team will be led by Community Conservation Solutions (CCS), and will include a civil and 
hydrology engineering team, geotechnical and GIS mapping specialists, landscape architect, native 
habitat restoration specialist, Legacy L.A. and the Ramona Gardens Residents Advisory Council. CCS 
has a long history of pioneering urban park and habitat restoration projects that successfully 
integrate human community and natural habitat needs, and that work closely with diverse 
communities to plan and implement projects. CCS’ relevant experience includes: the L.A. River 
Greenway Trail and Habitat Restoration Project in the San Fernando Valley, currently under 
construction; the Baldwin Hills Park in L.A. County and the Upper Newport Bay Big Canyon Creek 
Restoration Plan.  
 
In the Baldwin Hills, CCS conceived of led the extensive site research, technical studies and 
community-based planning process for the Baldwin Hills Park Plan, covering 2 square miles of 
neglected land in the heart of African-American and Latino communities in urban Los Angeles 
County. Our work included over 200 community meetings, coordination with multiple cities and 
public agencies, and partnerships within African-American and Latino communities. CCS successfully 
raised over $1 million in private funds, and leveraged over $80 million in public funds for the 
Baldwin Hills, which today is a popular park and natural habitat area.  
 
Along the L.A. River in the San Fernando Valley, CCS led the planning, technical and habitat 
restoration design – including extensive community outreach and engagement - for a critical link in 
the L.A. River Greenway Trail in the Valley, and is now directing the construction and habitat 
restoration along a half-mile of the river. CCS secured over $2 million in public funds for this 
precedent-setting project, which, in addition to creating public access and amenities, is restoring 
multiple native plant communities in an ecosystem-based design – the first of its kind along the 
concrete sections of the L.A. River.  
 

14. Support 

(See attached letters of support). The project is supported by the Housing Authority of the City of Los 
Angeles and numerous community organizations, including: Ramona Gardens Residents Advisory 
Council; Legacy L.A.; Alma Family Services; The Boys and Girls Club of the West San Gabriel Valley; 
East Los Angeles Community Corporation; the Murchison Street Elementary School and North East 
Trees. Other supporters include:  

 State Senate President Kevin De León  

 State Assemblymember Jimmy Gomez  

 The Wellness Center  
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 USC Keck School of Medicine  

 

15. New Technology 

The project will use innovative methods for establishing sustainable plant communities, as well as 
using complex layers of plant species to maximize carbon sequestration from the habitat 
restoration. The use of complex structure layers of plants in the project is on the cutting edge of 
innovation for carbon sequestration, integrating multiple types of plants in addition to trees to 
provide for the future and reduce carbon emissions. Native grasses will be used that have deep and 
dense roots systems that store carbon from the atmosphere, and similarly, native shrubs with deep, 
complex root systems that also contribute to reducing carbon in the atmosphere.  

The project will incorporate the use of the successional model of native habitat restoration. This 
model makes use of an array of native plant species that naturally move the site towards the target 
plant community. This array includes early successional species that can thrive in disturbed, urban 
soils while changing the soil ecosystem so that the target vegetation will establish. Using this model 
will make the habitat resilient and self- sustaining over the long term while using less water and 
energy inputs in the short term. 

The site concept design will call for innovative 'Green Streets' technologies, including pervious 
pavement; use of vegetation and trees incorporated with runoff filters in parkways to capture, treat 
and infiltrate runoff and remove pollutants; and other Best Management Practices that integrate 
pedestrian needs, public safety with a particular focus on children’s needs for safe-routes-to-school, 
urban greening and reduction of urban heat islands.  
 

16. Need for Conservancy Funds 

Funding from the Coastal Conservancy at this time is critical to this project moving forward, to 
demonstrating its viability for private funding, and to being ready to compete for other State funds 
and private funding needed for implementation. Without Coastal Conservancy funding now, the 
project won’t move forward, and will not be ready to apply for state funding from the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy that will become available later this year to complete the planning phase. 
Further, without funding from the Coastal Conservancy for this essential first phase of Planning and 
Site Concept Design, we will lose the opportunity to apply for State funds for implementation in 
2018-19, including Prop. 1 funds and Dept. of Transportation Environmental Enhancement 
Mitigation Program (EEMP) funding. Securing Coastal Conservancy funds for Planning and Site 
Concept Design will make the project attractive for private Foundation grants.  
 

17. Greenhouse Gas Emissions/Climate Change 

This planning phase will address how to minimize greenhouse gas emissions from construction, and 
will estimate the reductions in greenhouse gas emissions that the project will provide, once 
constructed, through the re-use of dry weather and stormwater runoff and carbon sequestered by 
the restored native habitat and urban greening. 
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AIR QUALITY BENEFITS OF NATIVE HABITAT
 Los Angeles pollution mitigation benefits of vegetation are high 

because of high pollutant levels, growing season, and climate

5,000 ft2 native habitat 153 Passenger Cars
PM10 emissions removed

3 Passenger Cars
PM2.5 emissions 

removed

$60/year
pollution removal 

benefits

Pollutant Removal in Los Angeles (g/m2 tree coverage)
Ozone PM2.5 PM10 NO2 SO2 CO Total

Range 1.0-7.1 na 3.1-12.6 2.1-7.4 0.4 – 1.2 na 7.7-29.2
Average 6.9 0.13 8.0 6.3 0.6 1.2 23.1
Source: Nowak, 2006
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AIR QUALITY BENEFITS OF VEGETATION
 Trees and other vegetation such as that created by native habitat 

restoration 
 Plants can mitigate ozone (O3), particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10), 

carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide (NO2)
 A single large tree can absorb 2.8 lb. of O3, 2.4 lb. of PM10, and 1.6 

lb. of NO2

Source: USDA
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POLLUTION PREVENTION AND HEALTH OUTCOMES
 USDA estimates that due to 

PM2.5 reduction from trees 
from 2007-2008:
 936 cases of asthma 

exacerbation were avoided 
 1,264 incidents of acute 

respiratory systems were 
reduced by PM

 Childhood asthma rates in 
New York fell by 25% for 
every 340 trees per km2

 Access to green space 
reduces obesity rates; a 
European study found rates 
40% lower among people 
living near green spaces

Source: South Coast Air Quality Management District
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Non Profit Organization Pre-Award Questionnaire 

The Coastal Conservancy requires that all nonprofit organizations complete a pre-award questionnaire 

every two years. The purpose of this questionnaire is to help ensure that the non-profit organizations 

have adequate fiscal controls to receive and manage state grant funds. The Conservancy seeks to 

identify potential issues prior to awarding a grant to ensure our grantees have procedures in place at the 

start of a grant project. If your organization has submitted the questionnaire within 24 months, you may 

indicate that in your application. 

CONTACT INFO 

Organization 

Contact Person Email 

Phone Fax 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. Please attach a copy of your most recent financial reports with your response to this questionnaire.

2. Have you had a financial audit within the last three years by an independent auditor?  Yes    No 
If yes, please provide a copy of the audit report.

3. Does your organization have appropriate segregation of duties to prevent one
individual from processing an entire financial transaction? Yes    No 

4. Does your organization have controls to prevent expenditure of funds in
excess of what is approved in your project budget?  Yes    No 

5. Does your organization have a conflict of interest policy?  Yes    No 

6. How much unrestricted money does your organization raise annually?

7. Is there a Finance Committee of the board of directors, or does the Board make all financial
decisions?

8. What are the Treasurer’s duties?

CASH MANAGEMENT 

9. Are grant funds accounted for through segregated accounts? Yes    No 

10. Are all disbursements properly documented with evidence of receipt of goods
or performance of service? Yes    No 

PAYROLL 

11. Does your organization have a time reporting system developed to determine and
explain proper labor and overhead charges billed to the grant? Yes    No 

x

x

x
x

Community Conservation Solutions

Esther Feldman efeldman@conservationsolutions.org

(310) 398-8584 x 1 (310) 398-8564

See attached

x

x

x

$20,000 - $30,000

Yes
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12. Have you developed procedures to ensure fair and competitive contracting? Yes    No 

13. Is there an effective system of identifying expenditures for time, travel and
purchase of supplies to determine relevancy to individual grant projects? Yes    No 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT  

(Complete this section, if State grants will be used to purchase physical assets.) 

14. Are detailed records of individual capital assets kept and periodically balanced
with the general ledger accounts? Yes    No 

15. Are there effective procedures for authorizing and accounting for the disposal of
property and equipment? Yes    No 

INDIRECT COSTS 

16. Does the organization have an established methodology for calculating indirect
costs or overhead? Yes    No 

17. Is this used consistently for all grants and contracts? Yes    No 

COST SHARING 

18. Does the organization have a means to determine and document that it has met
cost-sharing goals for each project? Yes    No 

19. Do your financial records identify the receipt and expenditure of funds separately
for each grant or contract? Yes    No 

COMPLIANCE 

20. Does your organization have a formal system for complying with the payment
of prevailing wages? Yes    No 

21. Does your organization have a system in place to ensure it does not use
contractors who may be suspended or debarred from receiving federal or state
contracts? Yes    No 

I certify that the above information accurately represent the organization of which I am a 

representative.  

_________________________________________  _____________________________________  

Name of person completing questionnaire Title 

 _________________________________________  _____________________________________  

Signature Date 

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Chun Lu Fiscal & Operations Manager

6/21/2016
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2554 Lincoln Blvd.  Suite 223 
Los Angeles, CA  90291   

310-398-8584  fax 310-398-8564  
www.conservationsolutions.org

Solving problems where 
people and nature intersect

Annual Financial Report 
January 1 – December 31, 2015 

 (Unaudited) 
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 Community Conservation Solutions

Annual Financial Report

January 1 ‐ December 31, 2015

 Balance Sheet
 As of December 31, 2015

Checking Account 97,935    

Packard PRI Money Market 387,636     

CCS Reserves 98,158       

CCS 457(b) Account 34,573       

Accounts Receivable 428,000       

Computer Equipment 5,752         

Furniture & Fixtures 367            

Office Equipment 6,634         

Leasehold Improvements 33,489       

Total Assets 1,092,544   

Accounts Payable 26,711       

457(b) Liability 34,573       

Flexible Spending Account 1,118         

Packard PRI Loan Payable 704,686     

Total Liabilities 767,088     

Starting Net Assets 199,398     

Net Income 126,058     

Total Equity 325,456     

Total Liabilities & Equity 1,092,544   

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

ASSETS
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 Community Conservation Solutions

Annual Financial Report

January 1 ‐ December 31, 2015

Profit & Loss

Income TOTAL

Government Contracts

California Department of Transportation (EEMP) 82,808 

California Natural Resources Agency (River Parkways) 214,868 

California State Coastal Conservancy 197,149 

Los Angeles County Park & Open Space District 103,817 

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy 149,396 

Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District 33,867 

Sonoma County Water Agency 2,783 

Foundation Grants 91,457 

Non‐Profit Grants 10,537 

Corporate Grants 114,994 

Board Contributions 4,900 

Individual Contributions 248,931 

Interest Income 2,053 

Total Income 1,257,559               
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 Community Conservation Solutions

Annual Financial Report

January 1 ‐ December 31, 2015

Profit & Loss

Expense TOTAL

Salaries 294,502 

Payroll Taxes & Fees 26,970 

Staff Benefits 45,314 

Staff Training & Education 239 

Professional Services ‐ General

Accounting/Tax Preparation 5,514 

Computer Support / Web Development 9,475 

Fundraising/Development 25,000 

Graphic Design 3,518 

HR Consultant 10,434 

Retirement Plan Administration 713 

Photography 1,200 

Temp Services 3,122 

Consultant, Other 2,050 

Professional Services ‐ Projects

Engineering & Land Use 155,055 

Legal Service 22,807 

Public Affairs 11,087 

Public Opinion Survey/Analysis 10,620 

Construction Project Management 17,229 

Construction 346,121 

Permit Fees 18,446 

Office Supplies 6,424 

Communications 8,714 

Mail & Delivery 2,160 

Printing/Copies 10,824 

Rent 40,157 

Equipment Purchase & Lease 1,332 

Repairs & Maintenance 4,772 

Depreciation Expense 8,153 

Travel 10,417 

Meeting Expenses 770 

Insurance 12,559 

Interest Expense 4,686 

Advertising 1,665 

Bank Charges 913 

Dues & Subscriptions 823 

Meals 1,147 

Taxes & Licenses 672 

Misc Expenses 4,842 

Loss on Asset Disposition 1,055 

Total Expense 1,131,500               

Net Income/Loss 126,058 
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 Community Conservation Solutions

Annual Financial Report

January 1 ‐ December 31, 2015

Income Analysis

Income TOTAL

Government Contracts 784,687       

Foundation Grants 91,457 

Non‐profit Grants 10,537 

Corporate Grants 114,994       

Board Contributions 4,900            

Individual Contributions 248,931       

Other Income 2,053            

Total Income 1,257,559   
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 Community Conservation Solutions

Annual Financial Report

January 1 ‐ December 31, 2015

Expense Analysis

Program 

Services

General and 

Administrative

Fundraising/

Development Total

Salaries 173,779             58,124 62,599  294,502            

Payroll taxes & fees 15,914 5,333 5,733  26,980$             

Staff benefits, training & education 26,880 8,990 9,683  45,553

Professional Services

Legal & accounting 23,228 5,655 152  29,034

Computer & web development 3,124 3,135 3,216  9,475

Engineering and land use 155,055             155,055            

Fundraising/Development 25,000  25,000

HR consultant 10,434 10,434

Public affairs 11,087 11,087

Public opinion survey/analysis 10,620 10,620

Consultant, Other 400 1,614 4,754  6,768

Construction 346,121             346,121            

Construction project management 17,229 17,229

Construction permit fees 18,446 18,446

Office supplies 3,791 1,268 1,365  6,424

Communications 5,142 1,720 1,852  8,714

Depreciation expense 4,811 1,609 1,733  8,153

Mail & delivery 1,275 426 459  2,160

Printing/Copies 3,387 1,636 5,801  10,824

Rent 23,696 7,926 8,536  40,157

Repairs and maintenance 2,816 942 1,014  4,772

Travel and conference 7,356 1,515 2,315  11,187

Insurance 7,411 2,479 2,670  12,559

Interest expense 4,686 4,686

Miscellaneous 9,188 3,063 3,310  15,561

Total Expense 875,440             115,869             140,191              1,131,500         
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Quigley & Miron
Certified Public Accountants

Suite 1660 Suite 317
3550 Wilshire Boulevard 528 Arizona Avenue
Los Angeles, California 90010 Santa Monica, California 90401

Telephone: (213) 639-3550 Telephone:(310) 394-6687

Facsimile: (213) 639-3555 Facsimile: (310) 394-6027

Independent Auditor’s Report

Board of Directors
Community Conservation Solutions
Los Angeles, California

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Community Conservation Solutions (CCS), a 
nonprofit organization, which comprise the statement of financial position as of December 31, 2013, and the 
related statement of activities, functional expenses, and cash flows for the year then ended, and the related notes 
to the financial statements.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management of Community Conservation Solutions is responsible for the fair presentation of these financial 
statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this 
includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

Auditor’s Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.  We conducted our 
audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America.  Those standards 
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements 
are free of material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the assessment of the 
risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error.  In making those risk 
assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the 
financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control.  Accordingly, we express no 
such opinion.  An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the 
reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit 
opinion.

Opinion

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 
position of the Community Conservation Solutions as of December 31, 2013, and the changes in its net assets and 
cash flows for the year then ended, in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America.

Los Angeles, California
October 23, 2014
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Community Conservation Solutions

Statement of Financial Position

December 31, 2013

Assets

Current Assets

  Cash and cash equivalents 158,750$        

  Accounts receivable—Note 3 90,334            

Total Current Assets 249,084          

Noncurrent Assets

  Furniture and equipment, net of

    accumulated depreciation of $48,215 20,718            

Total Noncurrent Assets 20,718            

Total Assets 269,802$        

Liabilities and Net Assets

Current Liabilities

  Accounts payable and accrued expenses 56,383$          

Total Current Liabilities 56,383            

Noncurrent Liabilities

  Deferred compensation—Note 4 10,768            

Total Noncurrent Liabilities 10,768            

Total Liabilities 67,151            

Net Assets

  Unrestricted 192,266          

  Temporarily restricted 10,385            

Total Net Assets 202,651          

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 269,802$        

See notes to the financial statements.
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Community Conservation Solutions

Statement of Activities

Year Ended December 31, 2013

Unrestricted Net Assets

  Revenue, Support, and Other Income

    Government contracts 617,727$        

    Foundation grants 21,200            

    Corporate grants 2,566              

    Individual contributions 5,004              

    Other income 2,303              

    Net assets released from restrictions 39,615            

Total Revenue, Support and Other Income 688,415          

  Expenses

    Program services 571,810          

    General and administrative 83,848            

    Fundraising 27,513            

Total Expenses 683,171          

Increase in Unrestricted Net Assets 5,244              

Temporarily Restricted Net Assets

  Foundation grants 50,000            

  Net assets released from restrictions (39,615)           

Increase in Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 10,385            

Change in Net Assets 15,629            

Net Assets at Beginning of Year 187,022          

Net Assets at End of Year 202,651$        

See notes to financial statements.
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General

Program  and Admin-

Services istrative Fundraising Total

Salaries 201,790$        38,315$          15,326$          255,431$        

Payroll taxes 15,406            2,925              1,170              19,501            

Employee benefits—Note 5 47,338            8,988              3,595              59,921            

Total Personnel Expenses 264,534          50,228            20,091            334,853          

Community outreach 128,095                                                        128,095          

Depreciation expense 5,420              1,029              412                 6,861              

Development and PR                        2,678              1,630              4,308              

Engineering and land use 53,080                                                          53,080            

Information technology 4,232              804                 321                 5,357              

Insurance 8,585              1,630              652                 10,867            

Legal and accounting 7,781              16,463                                   24,244            

Meetings 2,975              565                 226                 3,766              

Miscellaneous 2,233              423                 170                 2,826              

Occupancy 26,833            5,095              2,038              33,966            

Office expense 3,602              684                 274                 4,560              

Payroll services 2,874              546                 218                 3,638              

Postage 1,078              205                 82                   1,365              

Printing 3,087              586                 234                 3,907              

Repairs and maintenance 2,775              527                 211                 3,513              

Site design 42,064                                                          42,064            

Telephone 6,210              1,179              472                 7,861              

Travel and conferences 6,352              1,206              482                 8,040              

Total Expenses 571,810$        83,848$          27,513$          683,171$        

See notes to financial statements.

Community Conservation Solutions
Statement of Functional Expenses

Year Ended December 31, 2013
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Community Conservation Solutions

Statement of Cash Flows

Year Ended December 31, 2013

Cash Flow from Operating Activities

  Change in net assets 15,629$          

  Adjustments to reconcile change in net assets to

    net cash provided by (used in) operating activities:

      Depreciation 6,861              

      Changes in operating assets and liabilities:

        Accounts receivable 764                 

        Accounts payable and accrued expenses (28,231)           

        Deferred compensation 10,768            

Net Cash Provided by

Operating Activities 5,791              

Cash Flow from Investing Activities

  Purchases of furniture and equipment (5,769)             

Net Cash Used in

Investing Activities (5,769)             

Net Increase in Cash and Cash Equivalents 22                   

Cash and Cash Equivalents

  at Beginning of Year 158,728          

Cash and Cash Equivalents at End of Year 158,750$        

Supplemental Disclosures

  Income taxes paid 0$                   

  Interest paid 0$                   

See notes to financial statements.
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Community Conservation Solutions
Notes to Financial Statements
December 31, 2013

Note 1—Organization

Community Conservation Solutions (CCS) is a non-profit organization incorporated under the 
laws of the State of California. CCS pioneers the forward-thinking, strategic changes that are 
essential to solve the complex environmental problems created where people and nature intersect.  
This includes improving water quality and supplies, restoring habitat, preserving precious open 
space and improving local communities.  To implement the practical solutions we conceive, CCS 
integrates science, technology and planning; unites diverse communities; and leverages public and 
private funds. The organization’s primary focus is in the Western United States. The majority of 
CCS’ income is reimbursable based on revenue; only a small portion is restricted or temporarily 
restricted grants and contributions.

CCS is carrying out the following programs and projects:

Water: Green Solution Project—The Green Solution Project is focused on transforming water 
runoff into a sustainable source of clean water, using leading-edge digital technology. The metrics-
driven tools developed by the Green Solution Project show decision-makers where - and in what 
order - to implement stormwater capture projects to maximize water quality, water supply, 
conservation and community benefits, through the creation of “smart” parks, habitat and open 
space to naturally capture, clean and re-use runoff. The Green Solution Project integrates 
engineering, technical and data analysis and GIS mapping to create a prioritized “road map” for 
project implementation. 

Los Angeles River Greenway Trail—The L.A. River Greenway Trail will create public access and 
restore native habitat along the L.A. River in the heart of the San Fernando Valley, linking existing 
trail segments to create over five continuous miles of river trail and planting over 4,000 native 
trees, plants and shrubs. CCS is directing the planning, design and construction of this half-mile 
section of the river greenway trail, including ecosystem-based native habitat restoration, a native 
habitat walk and river viewing area, river story fence and public access compatible with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. CCS is also conducting public outreach and engagement.

Santa Clara River Chloride Compliance—As part of the organization’s commitment to improving 
water quality and engaging local communities, CCS is working with the Santa Clarita Valley 
Sanitation District, the City of Santa Clarita and the California Regional Water Quality Control 
Board-Los Angeles to achieve compliance with state regulatory requirements for chloride levels in 
the Santa Clara River. CCS provides research, analysis, public outreach services, and development 
of public and media outreach materials to help achieve water quality improvement goals. 

Public Relations and Development—CCS communicates regularly with the many public agencies, 
community-based organizations, conservation and business groups, companies, elected officials, 
decision-makers and other leaders through digital newsletters and news alerts. CCS conducts on-
going development activities with private foundations, corporations, individuals and government 
agencies.
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Community Conservation Solution
Notes to Financial Statements—Continued

7

Note 2—Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Financial Statement Presentation—The financial statements are prepared on the accrual basis of 
accounting.  CCS recognizes contributions, including unconditional promises to give, as revenue in 
the period received.  Contributions and net assets are classified on the existence or absence of donor-
imposed restrictions. Such contributions are typically received from foundations or individual 
donors. The net assets of CCS and changes therein are classified and reported as follows:

Unrestricted net assets—Net assets that are not subject to donor-imposed stipulations and that 
may be expendable for any purpose in performing the primary objectives of CCS.

Temporarily restricted net assets—Net assets subject to donor-imposed stipulations that may or 
will be met either by actions of CCS and/or passage of time.  As the restrictions are satisfied, 
temporarily restricted net assets are reclassified to unrestricted net assets and reported in the 
accompanying financial statements as net assets released from restrictions. Temporarily 
restricted net assets consist of one foundation grant restricted to the Green Solution Project as of 
December 31, 2013.

Permanently restricted net assets—Net assets that are restricted by the donors for investment in 
perpetuity.  The investment income generated from these funds is available for general support 
of CCS’s programs and operations.  There were no permanently restricted net assets as of 
December 31, 2013.

Income Taxes—CCS is a nonprofit organization exempt from income taxes under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code (Code) and Section 23701(d) of the California Revenue and Taxation 
Code.  Accordingly, no provision for income taxes is included in the financial statements.  In 
addition, CCS is not a private foundation within the meaning of Section 509(a) of the Code.

Accounting standards require an organization to evaluate its tax positions and provide for a 
liability for any positions that would not be considered ‘more likely than not’ to be upheld under a 
tax authority examination.  Management has evaluated its tax positions and has concluded that a 
provision for a tax liability is not necessary at December 31, 2013.  Generally, CCS‘s information 
returns remain open for examination for three (federal) or four (state of California) years from the 
date of filing.

Cash Equivalents—CCS considers all highly liquid investments with a maturity of three months or 
less when purchased to be cash equivalents.

Furniture and Equipment—Furniture and equipment are capitalized if there is a useful life greater 
than one year and the cost is above $500.  Furniture and equipment are valued at cost or the fair 
market at the date of donation.  CCS provides for depreciation and amortization of furniture and 
equipment on a straight-line basis over the estimated useful lives of five years.
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Community Conservation Solution
Notes to Financial Statements—Continued

8

Note 2—Summary of Significant Accounting Policies—Continued

Concentration Risk—Financial instruments which potentially subject CCS to concentrations of 
credit risk consist of cash and cash equivalents and receivables.  CCS places its cash, money market 
funds and certificates of deposit with high credit quality financial institutions where the funds are 
guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) up to $250,000 per institution.  
At times, such cash and cash equivalent balances may be in excess of the FDIC insurance limits, 
however, it is the intention of CCS to ensure that these balances do not exceed FDIC-guaranteed 
levels.  Management regularly reviews the financial stability of its cash and money market fund 
depositories and deems the risk of credit loss due to these concentrations to be minimal.  One 
government contract provided 58% of CCS’s revenues during the year ended December 31, 2013.

Contract Revenue Recognition—CCS receives cost reimbursement contract revenue, as well as 
fixed rate contract revenue. Revenue is recognized when the corresponding service has been 
provided according to the agreement, subject to the contract limit, if any. Under fixed rate 
contracts, CCS agrees to provide certain services in specified quantities at a prescribed rate per unit 
of service provided. As presented on the statement of activities, contract revenue for the fiscal year 
ended December 31, 2013 totaled $617,727 and consisted of contracts from government entities.

Grants and Contributions—Temporarily restricted and unrestricted grants and contributions are 
recorded in the period received.  Unconditional promises to give that are expected to be collected 
within one year are recorded at net realizable value. As presented on the statement of activities, 
foundation grants totaled $71,200, corporate grants totaled $2,566, and individual contributions 
totaled $5,004. 

Use of Estimates—The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect certain 
reported amounts and disclosures.  Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates.

Note 3—Accounts Receivable

Accounts receivable at December 31, 2013 consist primarily of government contracts receivable due in 
less than one year. Management has evaluated outstanding receivables and deemed them fully 
collectable. Thus, management has elected not to estimate an allowance for doubtful accounts.

Note 4—Deferred Compensation

In 2013, CCS established a deferred compensation plan for employees of CCS, whereby CCS 
maintains funds for future distribution to participating employees. Distributions from the plan are 
made when: the participant attains the age of 70½; the participant is severed from employment; or 
the participant dies. CCS’s contribution to the plan was $10,768 for the year ended December 31, 
2013. CCS’s liability for the plan is presented as a noncurrent liability of deferred compensation on 
the statement of financial position.
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Community Conservation Solution
Notes to Financial Statements—Continued

9

Note 5—Defined Contribution Plan

CCS has established a defined contribution plan for employees of CCS. Employees are eligible to 
participate in the plan at date of hire.  Upon completing one (1) year of service, the plan provides 
for CCS to contribute an amount equal to a percentage of the employee’s elective deferrals, based 
on years of service. The employee is fully vested in CCS contributions at six (6) years. Total 
annual contributions made to the plan by CCS may not exceed 15% of the employee’s annual gross 
pay. CCS’s contribution to the plan was $27,649 for the year ended December 31, 2013.

Note 6—Commitments and Contingencies

In 2007, CCS entered into a 3-year non-cancellable operating lease of office facilities, which was 
renewed in 2010 and again in 2013. The most recent lease expires October 31, 2016.  The lease 
provides for annual cost of living increases every 12 months.  Rent expense related to leased office 
facilities amounted to $33,966 for the year ended December 31, 2013.  The future estimated 
minimum annual lease commitment is as follows:

January - December 2014 38,913$          
January - December 2015 39,614            

January - October 2016 33,479            

Total 112,006$        

Note 7—Related Party Transactions

Since 2007, CCS has rented office space from the organization's President (see Note 6). The Board 
of Directors followed the procedures necessary to determine compliance with the Internal Revenue 
Code and the California Corporation's Code, including review of a fair market value comparison 
with similar office spaces in the area, analysis and comparison of rental rates, recording of meeting 
minutes, adoption of a Board resolution and review of written advice of legal counsel as to Board 
approval requirements. The Board determined that the rental rate offered by the President was 
comparable. The President recused herself from the discussion and votes pertaining to the matter. 
This transaction was performed at arm's length.

Related to a specific contract, CCS received sub-contractor services in 2013 from an environmental 
public relations firm. The firm is owned and operated by CCS’ Board Chair. In the contract with 
CCS, the firm is named as a sub-contractor and is approved for payments up to $140,000 for the 
firm’s services. In accordance with CCS’ by-laws, the contract and sub-contract were considered 
and voted on by the CCS Board of Directors. The Board Chair recused himself from all discussions 
and votes by the CCS Board pertaining to the matter. Expense for the public relations services 
performed by the firm totaled $128,095 for the year ended December 31, 2013, and is presented on 
the statement of function expenses as community outreach.
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Community Conservation Solution
Notes to Financial Statements—Continued

10

Note 8—Subsequent Events

Subsequent events were evaluated through October 23, 2014, which is the date the financial 
statements were available to be issued, and it was concluded that no other material subsequent 
events have occurred that would require adjustment to the financial statements or disclosure in the 
notes to the financial statements.
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Answer to Question #8: What are the Treasurer’s duties? 

The Treasurer attends to the following: 

Books of Account 
.  The Treasurer shall keep and maintain, or cause to be kept and maintained, adequate and 
correct books and records of accounts of the properties and transactions of the Corporation, 
including accounts of its assets, liabilities, receipts, disbursements, gains, losses, capital, retained 
earnings, and other matters customarily included in financial statements.  The books of account 
shall be open to inspection by any director at all reasonable times. 

Financial Reports 
.  The Treasurer shall prepare, or cause to be prepared, and certify, or cause to be certified, the 
financial statements to be included in any required reports. 

Deposit and Disbursement of Money and Valuables 
.  The Treasurer shall deposit, or cause to be deposited, all money and other valuables in the 
name and to the credit of the Corporation with such depositories as may be designated by the 
Board of Directors; shall disburse, or cause to be disbursed, the funds of the Corporation as may 
be ordered by the Board of Directors; shall render, or cause to be rendered to the President and 
directors, whenever they request it, an account of all of his or her transactions as Treasurer and 
of the financial condition of the Corporation; and shall have other powers and perform such other 
duties incident to the office of Treasurer as may be prescribed by the Board of Directors or the 
Bylaws. 
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June 2016 
 
 

Natural Park at Ramona Gardens Housing Development  
& Boyle Heights Green Walking Connections 
 
LETTERS OF SUPPORT  

 
Senate President Pro Tem Kevin De León  

Assemblymember Jimmy Gomez  

Councilman Jose Huizar  

Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles  

Ramona Gardens Resident Advisory Council  

Alma Family Services  

The Boys and Girls Club of the West San Gabriel Valley  

East Los Angeles Community Corporation  

Legacy L.A.  

Murchison Street Elementary School  

North East Trees  

The Wellness Center  

USC Keck School of Medicine  

USC Keck School of Medicine- Department of Preventive Medicine  
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June 09, 2016 
 
Sam Schuchat   
Executive Director  
State Coastal Conservancy  
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
RE: Support for Urban Greening Grant for Boyle Heights & Ramona Gardens Housing 
Development  
 
Dear Mr. Schuchat:   
 
I support Community Conservation Solutions’ (CCS) grant proposal to the State Coastal 
Conservancy’s Proposition 1 Urban Greening Program for the planning and conceptual design of 
a Natural Park at the Ramona Gardens Housing Development and green connections and 
community walkways in the Boyle Heights neighborhood in the City of Los Angeles. 

 
Urban greening and natural open space is desperately needed to help improve this densely-
populated and under-served community, which is home to over 100,000 residents and has over 
14,000 people per square mile. Ramona Gardens Housing Development has 1,800 residents in 
500 units, with an average annual family income well below the federal poverty line.  
 
The Ramona Gardens Housing Development is located adjacent to the multi-lane 10 interstate 
freeway, which is one of the three busiest freeways in the United States, as well as a Metrolink 
train line and a dedicated bus lane. A green, natural park with shade trees at Ramona Gardens 
would be a major asset to the whole community, and would provide urgently-needed noise and 
air pollution buffers to neighborhood residents. Creating a planned system of green walking 
connections between the Ramona Gardens Housing Development, Hazard Park, the USC 
Medical Center and the future L.A. River Trail would create an important community amenity 
and resource, as many people in this area have no access to a car. 
 
I urge your support of the proposed Urban Greening grant for Boyle Heights and the Ramona 
Gardens Housing Development.  
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kevin de León 
Senate President Pro Tempore 
24th Senate District 
 

SMMC Attachment 
March 27, 2017 

Agenda Item 15 



Electronic Letterhead 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

June 27, 2016 

 
Sam Schuchat   

Executive Director  

State Coastal Conservancy  

1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 

Oakland, CA 94612            

 

RE: Support for Urban Greening Grant for Boyle Heights & Ramona Gardens Housing 

Development  

 

Dear Mr. Schuchat:   

 

I strongly support Community Conservation Solutions’ (CCS) grant proposal to the State 

Coastal Conservancy’s Proposition 1 Urban Greening Program for the planning and conceptual 

design of a Natural Park at the Ramona Gardens Housing Development and green connections and 

community walkways in the Boyle Heights neighborhood in the City of Los Angeles. I am 

committed to improving the quality of life for residents of this community, and urban greening is a 

vital component. 

 

Urban greening and natural open space is especially needed to help improve this densely-

populated and under-served community, which is home to over 100,000 residents and has over 

14,000 people per square mile. Ramona Gardens Housing Development has 1,800 residents in 500 

units, with nearly 700 of those residents children and an average annual family income well below 

the federal poverty line. Development of natural open space in this heavily-urbanized area would 

provide important community benefits, and would help lessen the significant noise and air pollution 

impacts from the adjacent, heavily-travelled industrial-scale transportation corridor.  

 

Ramona Gardens Housing Development is located immediately adjacent to the multi-lane 10 

interstate freeway, which is one of the three busiest freeways in the United States, as well as a 

Metrolink train line and a dedicated bus lane. A green, natural park with shade trees at Ramona 

Gardens would be a major asset to the whole community, and would provide urgently-needed noise 

and air pollution buffers to neighborhood residents. 

 

 Creating a planned system of green walking connections between the Ramona Gardens 

Housing Development, Hazard Park, the USC Medical Center and the future L.A. River Trail would 

create an important community amenity and resource, as many people in this area have no access to 

a car. 

 

STATE CAPITOL 
P.O. BOX 942849 

SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0051 
(916) 319-2051 

FAX (916) 319-2151 
 

DISTRICT OFFICE 
1910 WEST SUNSET BOULEVARD 

SUITE 810 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90026 

(213) 483-5151 
FAX (213) 483-5166 

 

 

JIMMY GOMEZ 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, FIFTY- FIRST DISTRICT 

 

COMMITTEES 
Health 
Transportation 
Water, Parks and Wildlife 
Business and Professions 
Rules Committee 
Natural Resources 

 
WEBSITE 

www.asmdc.org/members/a51/ 
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 I urge your support of the proposed Urban Greening grant for Boyle Heights and the 

Ramona Gardens Housing Development. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

my office at (213) 483-5151. 
 

Sincerely,  

 

  

 

  

JIMMY GOMEZ 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, 51

ST
 DISTRICT 
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July 7, 2016   

 

Sam Schuchat   

Executive Director  

State Coastal Conservancy  

1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Dear Mr. Schuchat:   

 

I strongly support Community Conservation Solutions’ (CCS) grant proposal to 

the State Coastal Conservancy’s Proposition 1 Urban Greening Program for the planning 

and conceptual design of a Natural Park and urban greening project in the Ramona 

Gardens community in my Council District.  

 

Urban greening and natural open space is especially needed to help improve this 

densely-populated and under-served community that is located next to a heavily-travelled 

industrial-scale transportation corridor. Development of natural open space in this 

community would provide important community benefits, and would help lessen the 

significant noise and air pollution for residents.  

 

 Creating a planned system of green walking connections between the Ramona 

Gardens Housing Development, and nearby Hazard Park, and USC Medical Center and 

the future L.A. River Trail would create an important community amenity and resource 

for residents.  

 

 I urge your support of the proposed Urban Greening grant for Boyle Heights and 

the Ramona Gardens Housing Development. Thank you very much for your 

consideration. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

  

 

 

José Huizar 

Councilmember, 14th District  

City of Los Angeles  
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June 9, 2016 
 
Sam Schuchat   
Executive Director  
State Coastal Conservancy  
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
RE: Support for Urban Greening Grant for Boyle Heights & Ramona Gardens Housing Development  
 
Dear Mr. Schuchat:   
 
The Community Outreach and Engagement Program (COEP) of the Southern California Children’s Environmental 
Health Center (SC-CEHC) based at USC strongly supports Community Conservation Solutions’ (CCS) grant proposal 
to the State Coastal Conservancy’s Proposition 1 Urban Greening Program to fund the planning and conceptual design 
of a Natural Park at the Ramona Gardens Housing Development and green, connecting community walkways in 
Boyle Heights in the City of Los Angeles. This funding is urgently needed to address the pressing need for trees, 
greening, natural open space and pedestrian walkways to help address both community needs and the significant noise 
and air pollution impacts from the adjacent freeway, busway and Metrolink line.  

 
Residents of Boyle Heights and the Ramona Gardens Housing Development especially need the benefits of urban 
greening. Boyle Heights is home to over 100,000 residents, and the Ramona Gardens Housing Development alone is 
home to 1,800 residents, with nearly 700 residents under the age of 18. Boyle Heights is located right next to the 
multi-lane I-10 freeway, which is one of the three busiest freeways in the United States. Ramona Gardens is also next 
to a dedicated bus lane and a Metrolink train line. A green, natural park with shade trees at Ramona Gardens would be 
a major community asset and improvement of this bare area, would provide sound and air pollution buffers to 
residents, and could create a beautiful, natural area for children to play and adults to walk.  

 
Research out of the SC-CEHC has shown near roadway air pollution to have a significant adverse impact on 
children’s respiratory health as well as possible links to obesity and other adverse metabolic consequences. The COEP 
works with local groups to increase awareness among residents about the adverse health effects of pollution, as well 
to provides local community organizations, such as Legacy LA , with tools and resources to better equip their 
members to advocate for change in their community that will address pressing environmental health concerns.   
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A growing body of scientific literature shows that increased urban greening in the community can serve to provide 
health benefits for not only physical health, but social, and emotional health as well.  Green parks improve community 
connectivity, livability and resilience. The attached infographic, one of our many educational materials, highlights 
many of these benefits.   
 
Many people in the Ramona Gardens area have no access to a car, and depend on local services. Green, walking 
connections between Ramona Gardens, Hazard Park and the LAC + USC Medical Center would address a vital 
neighborhood need.  
 
We are pleased to support this project, and have witnessed through our work with them, the strong leadership and 
capacity building resources that Legacy LA provides in the lives of youth and residents of Ramona Gardens and in the 
greater Boyle Heights area. We urge your support of an Urban Greening Grant for Boyle Heights and the Ramona 
Gardens Housing Development. Thank you very much for your consideration. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
 

 
Andrea Hricko, MPH  
Professor of Clinical Preventive Medicine 
Keck School of Medicine  
University of Southern California 
Co-Director, Community Outreach and 
Engagement Program 
Southern California Children’s Environmental 
Health Center 
Phone:  323-442-3077 
E-mail: ahricko@usc.edu 
 

Jill Johnston, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Preventive Medicine 
Keck School of Medicine  
University of Southern California 
Co-Director, Community Outreach and Engagement 
Program 
Southern California Children’s Environmental 
Health Center 
Phone:  323-442-1099 
E-mail: jillj@usc.edu 
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For complete infographic see:  
English version:  
http://usceh.blogspot.com/p/infographic-childrens-health-urban-parks.html  
Spanish version: 
http://usceh.blogspot.com/p/infografia_22.html  
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DEPARTMENT OF PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

Institute for Health Promotion and Disease 

Prevention Research 

 

University of Southern California 

2001 Soto N. Street, SSB 3
rd

 Floor, Los Angeles, CA  90089-9239  •  Tel: 323 442 8236  •  Fax: 323 442 8201  

June  24, 2016 
 

Los Angeles, CA 
 

Sam Schuchat 
Executive Director 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612  
 
RE: Support for Urban Greening Grant for Boyle Heights & Ramona Gardens 
Housing Development 
 
Dear Mr. Schuchat, 
 

I am very pleased to write this letter in support of Community Conservation Solutions’ 

(CCS) grant proposal to the State Coastal Conservancy’s Proposition 1 Urban Greening 

Program to fund the planning and conceptual design of a Natural Park at the Ramona 

Gardens Housing Development and green, connecting community walkways in Boyle 

Heights in the City of Los Angeles. This funding is urgently needed to address the 

pressing need for trees, greening, natural open space and pedestrian walkways to help 

address both community needs and the significant noise and air pollution impacts from 

the adjacent CA 10 freeway, busway and Metrolink line.  

 

Residents of Boyle Heights and the Ramona Gardens Housing Development especially 

need the benefits of urban greening. Boyle Heights is home to over 100,000 residents, 

and the Ramona Gardens Housing Development alone is home to 1,800 residents, with 

nearly 700 residents under the age of 18. Boyle Heights is located right next to the multi-

lane 10 interstate freeway, which is one of the top three busiest freeways in the United 

States. We are also next to a dedicated bus lane and a Metrolink train line. A green, 

natural park with shade trees at Ramona Gardens would be a major community asset 
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and improvement of this bare area, would provide sound and air pollution buffers to 

residents, and could create a beautiful, natural area for children to play and adults to 

walk.  

 

Many people in this area have no access to a car, and depend on local services. Green, 

walking connections between Ramona Gardens, Hazard Park and the USC Medical 

Center would address a vital neighborhood need. 

 

We urge your support of an Urban Greening Grant for Boyle Heights and the Ramona 

Gardens Housing Development. Thank you very much for your consideration.  Know you 

have my full support. If you need any further information, do not hesitate to contact me at 

baezcond@usc.edu. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Lourdes Baezconde-Garbanati, PhD, MPH 
Professor in Preventive Medicine 
Director of Community Outreach and Education, Institute for Health Promotion and 
Disease Prevention Research and Director- Center for Health Equity in the Americas 
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